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ANNEX: compliance mechanism implemented at the KUL: decision tree
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 Scheme retrieved from the KUL website, available in: 

https://www.kuleuven.be/english/research/integrity/schemes/schemeone. 

Will you conduct a 

research experiment on 

humans? 

Will you conduct a 

research experiment with 

animals? 

Will you conduct research that could be 

used for criminal, terroristic or 

unethical purposes or exclusively for 

military purposes?  

Will the research be funded by military 

authorities? 

Will you work on personal data?  
[Personal data are all data that identify or can 

identify an individual directly, or at least that 

is how the Privacy Act defines them.] 

Does your research project 

require statements with regard to 

'conflict of interest (COI)'? 

YES 

Contact the Medical 

Ethics Committee 
UZ KU Leuven / 

Research for a 

compulsory review by 

the medical review 
board. 

Will you conduct a research 

experiment on human subjects, 

human material, or human data? 

and with the perspective to 

advance science for a WUG- 

profession (see also "Wet 

betreffende de uitoefening van 

een gezondheidszorgberoep”)? 

Contact the Social and Societal Committee 

(SMEC) for an ethical review of research in 

the humanities, and the behavioral or social 

science research traditions. Also protocols in 

engineering, natural or biomedical science may 

be submitted to the SMEC panel, as far as they 

do not relate to health science practices or 

include invasive medical or pharmacological 

procedures. 

YES 

NO 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

- Vertebrates (including zebrafish 

from the 6th day of life)  

- Fetus of mammalians from the last 

3th part of the gestation (e.g. for 

mouse and rat from day 14th of the 

gestation)  

- Some invertebrates, like 

Cephalopoda (no flies, no 
grasshoppers, ...) 

Contact the Ethical 

Committee for Animal 

Experiments 

YES 

Contact the Ethical Committee Dual Use to obtain an 

ethical advice.  

(“Dual use of research” is: “Research involving or 

generating materials, methods or knowledge that could be 

used for unethical purposes or used exclusively for military 

purposes”) 

Announcement to be made at the Federal Privacy 

Committee: consult the KU Leuven privacy 

website or get in touch with the “safety advisor 

KU Leuven" 

Is the COI related to  

*a spin-off  

*a specific requirement 

from the funding agency 

(e.g. NIH) 
see KU Leuven Financial 

Conflict of Interest Policy related 

to PHS-funded research 

spin-off: see regulations 

concerning conflict of interest 

related to spin-offs (dutch) 

https://www.kuleuven.be/english/research/integrity/schemes/schemeone

